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FROM THE ARCHIVES: 
Life at Fontenelle's Trading Post 

Catherine Kuper, Volunteer Archivist 

When you hear the term "trading post" you might think of 
something like the South Dakota tourist destination, Wall 
Drug. The Trading Post that Lucien Fontenelle managed in 
the early 1820's was not a store in this same sense. 

People from the surrounding native tribes including the 
Omaha, Otoe and Pawnee did trade vegetables, berries and 
game with the post's inhabitants in exchange for guns, fabrics 
and metal products such as kettles and knives. However, the 
primary function of the post was more like a warehouse with 
items and personnel that would be shipped west. 

Because of its location eight miles above the Platte River, 
the Trading Post served as a significant stop on the Missouri 
River. Fontenelle' s Trading Post received shipments by way 
of keelboats from St. Louis suppliers in the spring when the 
river was navigable. The materials would be stored until early 
summer when they would be transported west by horse and 
mule pack trains into the Rocky Mountains. In the fall, those 
same pack trains would return to the post with loads of furs 
that would be sent down river to St. Louis. 
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A horseshoe and pliers found during the 1972 excavation of the Fontenelle Trading Post. 

The Trading Post also had to provide for the employees of 
the Missouri Fur Company who were charged with sorting, 
packing and transporting goods west and then moving 
furs back east. At times, there could have been as many as 
100 people living at the post along with an equal number 
of horses and mules. Additional buildings were needed to 
house, feed and support these men, as well as a blacksmith 
shop and space to care for pack animals. 

Fontenelle Trading Post Exhibit Opens in April 

Fontenelle Forest is commemorating the 200-year anniversary 

of the Fontenelle Trading Post with a new exhibit in the Baright 

Gallery at the Nature Center. Learn about the region's indigenous 

history, the effects of colonization and more. 




