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Fontenelle Forest to Offer Free Admission to Active-Duty Military Families 
Blue Star Museum Program Runs from Memorial Day until Labor Day 

 
Active-duty military families will enjoy free admission to Fontenelle Forest as part of the 2015 Blue Star 
Museum program. The program supports the nation’s active-duty military personnel and their families, 
including National Guard and Reserve, by providing free admission from Memorial Day until Labor Day at over 
2,000 museums, nature centers, and more across the United States. 
 
“Being a part of the Bellevue area community means being a part of the strong military community, and we at 
Fontenelle Forest know how important it is to support our community,” said Ryan Leichenauer, Director of 
Development and Marketing. “One way we do this is by creating opportunities for our active-duty military 
families to reconnect with nature and make memories together all summer long.” 
  
Blue Star Museums is a collaboration of the National Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star Families, the 
Department of Defense, and all of the organizations that participate in the program. 
 
The free admission program is available to any bearer of a Geneva Convention common access card, a DD 
Form 1173 ID card, or a DD Form 1173-1 ID card, which includes active-duty U.S. military - Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marines, Coast Guard, as well as members of the National Guard and Reserve, U.S. Public Health 
Service Commissioned Corps, NOAA Commissioned Corps - and up to five family members. 
 
For more information on the Blue Star Museum program, visit arts.gov/national/blue-star-museums. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
About Fontenelle Forest 
Fontenelle Forest’s mission is to provide a place where people can experience and enjoy the quiet wild of nature. We want to inspire 
current and future generations to care for the natural world. Fontenelle Forest is one of Nebraska's oldest conservation organizations 
and one of the largest private nature centers in the nation. With Fontenelle Forest Nature Center in Bellevue and Neale Woods in 
Omaha, FF encompasses nearly 2,000 acres of forest, prairie, wetlands, and Native American historical sites along the Missouri River.  
 
Fontenelle Forest is the only organization in Nebraska permitted by the state and federal government to rehabilitate orphaned or injured 
raptors. Raptor Woodland Refuge, located at the Fontenelle Forest Nature Center, opened in 2016 and provides visitors with an 
opportunity to observe many species of birds of prey in a unique, tree-top environment. 
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